

Lesson Plan
Write the following names on the board:

Queen Sofía, Salvador Dalí, Lola Flores, Antonio Banderas, Cervantes, Pau Gasol, Pablo Picasso, Camarón

Ask students what they have in common and what they can tell you about each one.
Stick these sentences around the room and put students in pairs to do a running dictation – one student reads a sentence, memorizes it and dictates it to their partner who is sitting at the table.
	(A)  She isn’t actually Spanish!

	(B)  He had a brother with the same name.

	(C) She was born in the province of Cádiz.

	(D)  His father’s surname is Dominguez.

	(E)  He died on the same day as a famous British author.

	(F)  He and his brother are both famous in another country.

	(G) The name he was baptized with has 20 words.

	(H)  He died of lung cancer.


When students have all the sentences, ask them to match them to the names on the board.

Answers

A – Queen Sofia.  She’s Greek.

B – Salvador Dalí.  He had a brother who died before he was born.

C – Lola Flores. She was born in Jerez – this is Lola Flores, Lolita Flores’ mother.

D – Antonio Banderas.

E – Cervantes.  He died the same day as Shakespeare, April 23rd 1616.

F – Pau Gasol.  He and his brother Marc are both NBA players.

G – Pablo Picasso.  His full name is Pablo Diego José Francisco de Paula Juan Nepomuceno María de los Remedios Cipriano de la Santísima Trinidad Ruiz y Picasso.
H – Camarón

Next, explain that all these people were voted into the top 50 of the list “El Español de la Historía” – a programme shown on Spanish TV in 2008.  The public were asked to vote on who they thought should be in the list.

Ask students to order the names on the board as to the order they appeared in in the list…

Answers – with their ranking in the list in brackets
Cervantes (2)
Queen Sofía (4)
Pablo Picasso (8)

Salvador Dalí (16)

Lola Flores (26)

Pau Gasol (40)

Camarón (43)

Antonio Banderas (47)

Then, ask students to discuss who they think is missing in the top five.

Answers

1 – King Juan Carlos I

3 – Christopher Columbus

5 – Adolfo Súarez 

Finally, ask students who they would put in their top five – do they agree with any of the people voted for here?

You can find the complete top 50 list here http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Espa%C3%B1ol_De_La_Historia

